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$7 Million upgrade finishing up for

NHSFR Lincoln
July 19-25, 2020

Lancaster Event Center, Lincoln, Nebraska

\ 8 \

ere hard at work here in the
nations #1 Cattle on Feed
state preparing the Lancaster
Event Center (LEC) to host the
NHSFR in 2020 and 2021. With
incredible support from Lancaster County, City
of Lincoln, State of Nebraska and the dedication
of the LEC's board and crew, we're finishing $7
million in improvements on our grounds. With
plenty of existing inside space, the upgrades are
focused outdoors on the campground, main
performance arenas and stalling area.

Earlier this year the crew expanded the
LEC campground from 200 existing sites to
over 1,250--each with water and electricity.
We will also be offering dry camping sites for
those interested. Work has also begun on the
new covered grandstand and the two new
Rough Stock and Timed event arenas with
room for 5,000 fans. These arenas are laid out
with extensive input to maximize efficiency
moving stock and contestants between
events while emphasizing everyone's safety.

The Cutting and Reined Cow Horse arenas

will be inside our Pavilion 3 and 4 buildings
with minimal setup as most of our current
rodeo and livestock events take place in
these arenas. The addition of more livestock
pens and arena footing outdoors will not be a
major task as these are everyday activities the
LEC’s operations managers take great pride in
delivering.

In fact, amongst our 320+ annual events
we have had very particular rodeo and equine
disciplines, nationally renowned trainers and
show promoters give us rave reviews on our
arena footing. Arena Director Chas Skillett
(one of LEC's five NHSFR alums) is our footing
expert. He's constantly monitoring the
footing in each arena to make sure it's correct
and safe for each event. Honestly, | think he
dreams about “dirt"

LEC is conveniently located on the eastern
boundary of Lincoln with both a Walmart
and farm ground as our neighbors, yet with
easy access to the rest of Lincoln’s amenities.
With many people and livestock constantly
moving on and off of the grounds during

NHSFR, we were pleased to report that the
City of Lincoln recently doubled lanes near
our main entrances.

With NHSFR 2020 returning to centrally-
located Nebraska we're expecting many
rodeo fans to join us in Lincoln from near and
far. (historical fact: The first NHSFR hosted
by Nebraska was held in Harrison in 1955)
Lincoln has 5,000+ hotel rooms and ample
campgrounds at nearby lakes which allows
more visitors to stay near the NHSFR site than
recent history. There are lots of fun, unique
things to do for all ages both in town and
throughout Nebraska.
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far left: One of 125 annual region-
al/national events at the Lancaster
Event Center

inset: Hoyt Kraeger, Lancaster
Event Center Business Develop-
ment & NHSFR Alum

above: LEC is eager to welcome
the world's largest rodeo to Lincoln
in2020 and 2021

For those who like to shop, the NHSFR
Lincoln Rodeo Tradeshow & Horse Expo will
be the region’s largest Western and equine
shopping event. In addition Lincoln has
two large shopping malls in town, there is a
regional outlet mall nearby, and Omaha has
many options as well. LEC and partners will
be offering the best of local cuisine right on
grounds, plus Lincoln has over 900 restaurants
to explore between performances. So
whether folks like to watch, shop or eat ~we’'ll
have visitors covered.

| hope to see you all at NHSFR Lincoln
(where you can ask me how an unpaid LEC
internship got this rodeo kid involved in
another High School Rodeo adventurel).
Check out NHSFRLincoln.org and follow us @
NHSFRLincoln for tips to plan your trip.

For more information on membership,

partnerships or how to get involved
visit NHSFRLincoln.org

IT'S A RODEO
ACATION

'OU’'LL NEVER FORGET

The next National High School Finals Rodeo
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Vendor and sponsor opportunities are still
available but going fast. Visit NHSFRLincoln.org
today to fill out an application and secure yours!

Photo Credit: 2019 NHSFR Saddle Bronc World Champion,

Clayson Hutchings. Nebraska State Capital

will be in Lincoln, Nebraska — the capital of
the nation’s #1 Cattle on Feed state. Come
watch more than 1,700 of the best young
athletes in rodeo today competing,

just before they go pro!

MAKE PLANS NOW

We have room for the whole family!

With 5,000+ hotel rooms, 900 restaurants
and lots of fun things to see and do in town
" “and throughout the state, Lincoln is your
perfect rodeo destination.

Check out NHSFRLincoln.org for
the latest info to plan your trip.
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